LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


INTERIM  REPORT 

OF  THE 

COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

This  interim  report  is  presented  when,  after  more  than  five  years  of  war,  the  country  is  at  peace. 
The  vital  statistics  for  1944  are,  therefore,  of  unusual  interest  and  under  the  prevailing  conditions 
may-  be  considered  satisfactory.  Particularly  so  are  the  figures  relating  to  maternal  mortality,  still 
births  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ;  all  three  rates  being  the  lowest  on  record.  There 
are  several  factors  influencing  these  rates,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  special  attention  paid  to 
the  nutrition  of  expectant  mothers  and  to  the  care  of  infants  has  contributed  materially  in  effecting 
these  reductions.  The  diminution  in  the  maternal  deaths  due  to  sepsis  is  no  doubt  largely  accounted 
for  by  the  use  of  the  sulphonamides  in  the  treatment  of  this  condition,  but  the  fall  in  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  causes  other  than  sepsis  suggests  that  the  institution  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery 
service  together  with  antenatal,  hospital  and  other  facilities,  have  played  an  important  part  in  reducing 
this  particular  rate.  The  birth  rate  figure  of  18-64  is  the  highest  since  1921,  but  there  is  need  for 
caution  in  assuming  that  the  trend  of  recent  years  to  a  higher  number  of  births  will  continue.  The 
large  number  of  early  marriages  which  have  taken  place  during  the  war,  with  a  resulting  increase  in 
first  births,  may  have  anticipated  to  some  extent,  the  births  which  would  normally  have  taken  place 
two  to  three  years  hence,  and  in  the  following  years  the  birth  rate  may  fall  below  the  recent  levels. 
However  this  may  be,  and  even  should  the  upward  trend  continue,  the  fact  remains  that  taking  the 
population  as  a  whole,  it  is  unbalanced,  and  short  of  children.  In  the  interests  of  the  national  economy, 
therefore,  all  measures  to  conserve  child  life  should  have  the  highest  priority. 

In  the  year  1944,  there  appeared  the  Government’s  White  Paper  on  a  National  Health  Service. 
The  introduction  of  a  system  by  which  the  cost  of  sickness,  whatever  its  nature  and  irrespective  of 
the  necessary  form  of  treatment,  can  be  covered  by  an  insurance  payment,  is  a  public  health  measure 
of  first  class  importance,  and  apart  from  mitigating  the  adverse  economic  results  of  sickness,  should 
promote,  by  integration  of  the  medical  services,  those  higher  standards  of  personal  hygiene  upon  which 
further  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  people  mainly  depends. 

During  the  year  certain  developments  took  place  in  the  medical  services  of  the  County  Council. 
At  the  Whiston  County  Hospital,  Rehabilitation  and  Occupational  Therapy  Centres  were  established 
and  in  their  operation  have  proved  beneficial  to  the  patients.  Experience  has  thus  been  gained  in 
branches  of  work  which  can  be  extended  to  other  hospitals  as  soon  as  premises,  equipment  and  staff 
can  be  obtained.  Staffing  difficulties,  particularly  nursing  and  domestic  staff,  have  been  very  great 
and  much  credit  is  due  to  those  who  have  borne  an  undue  share  of  exacting  work  in  the  several  hospitals 
and  institutions. 

Other  developments  include  the  provision  of  two  new  Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases, 
and  the  appointment  of  an  Almoner  for  welfare  work  in  connection  with  specially  difficult  cases. 

The  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  continued  its  useful  work  and  the  smooth  conduct  of  this  branch  of 
service  is  largely  due  to  Mrs.  Pratt  who  has  shown  organising  ability  of  a  high  order,  and  has  dealt 
with  the  numerous  problems  involved  with  wisdom  and  understanding. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Services  have  responded  to  all  calls  and  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  this  organisation  for  willing  and  efficient  help  has  been  fully  maintained. 

I  am  grateful  to  my  colleagues,  both  at  the  Central  Offices  and  to  those  working  in  the  districts, 
for  their  unfailing  readiness  to  assist  in  the  executive  work  involved  in  these  widespread  medical 
services. 

To  the  Members  of  the  County  Council  I  desire  to  express,  both  for  myself  and  on  behalf  of  the 
staff  of  the  medical  department,  our  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  kindly  manner  in  which  they  have 
administered  the  services  and  for  the  support  they  have  given  to  the  officers  during  these  difficult 
years  of  war. 

T  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Public  Health  Department, 
County  Offices,  Preston, 
November,  1945. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  HALL, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICS. 


AREA  AND  POPULATION. — The  area  of  the  administrative  County  has  not  varied  and  remains 
1,038,130  statute  acres. 

The  population  of  the  Administrative  County,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  the 
middle  of  the  year  1944,  was  1,837,800,  a  decrease  of  10,850  on  the  year  1943,  and  a  decrease  of  22,890 
on  the  estimated  population  for  the  year  1938. 


The  tabular  statement  below  shows  the  population  of  the  Administrative  County  and  of  the 
urban  and  rural  districts  at  the  date  of  the  Census,  1931,  together  with  the  estimates  for  the  succeeding 
years  : — 


Year. 

Administrative 

}  County. 

Urban  Disl 

bricts. 

Rural  Dis 

iricts. 

Population. 

Annual 
increase  or 
decrease. 

Population. 

Annual 
increase  or 
decrease. 

Population. 

Annual 
increase  or 
decrease. 

1931 

1,795,073 

— 

1,531,112 

— 

263,961 

— 

1932 

1,802,700 

+ 

7,627 

1,536,200 

+ 

5,088 

266,500 

+ 

2,539 

1933 

1,802,730 

+ 

30 

1,570,232 

+ 

34,032 

232,498 

— 

34,002 

1934 

1,807,090 

+ 

4,360 

1,580,659 

+ 

10,427 

226,431 

— 

6,067 

1935 

1,821,100 

+ 

14,010 

1,591,510 

+ 

10,851 

229,590 

+ 

3,159 

1936 

1,842,900 

+ 

21,800 

1,606,500 

+ 

14,990 

236,400 

+ 

6,810 

1937 

1,859,200 

+ 

16,300 

1,616,700 

+ 

10,200 

242,500 

+ 

6,100 

1938 

1,880,690 

+ 

21,400 

1,631,900 

+ 

15,200 

248,700 

+ 

6,200 

1939 

1,904,100 

+ 

23,500 

1,643,500 

+ 

11,600 

260,600 

+ 

11,900 

1940 

1,900,870 

— 

3,230 

1,632,840 

— 

10,660 

268,030 

+ 

7,430 

1941 

1,918,320 

+ 

17,450 

1,641,020 

+ 

8,180 

277,300 

+ 

9,270 

1942 

1,885,600 

— 

32,720 

1,611,300 

— 

29,720 

274,300 

— 

3,000 

1943 

1,848,650 

— 

36,950 

1,580,760 

— 

30,540 

267,890 

— 

6,410 

1944 

1,837,800 

— 

10,850 

1,575,900 

— 

4,800 

261,900 

— 

5,990 

VITAL  STATISTICS. — The  following  tabular  statement  compares  the  County  birth  and  death- 
rates  for  the  year  1944  with  the  previous  year,  and  with  the  fifty-three  years  (1889-1942)  grouped 
in  quinquennial  periods  : — 


Per  1,000  of  Population. 

Maternal  mortality  rate. 

Rate  of 
deaths 
under 
one  year 
per  1,000 
live  births. 

I.ive 

birth-rate. 

Crude 

death-rate. 

Death-rate 

from 

tuberculosis  of 
respiratory 
system. 

Death-rate 

from 

cancer. 

Per  1,000 
live 
births. 

Per  1,000 
total 

(live  and  still) 
births. 

Mean  of  5  years — 

1889-1892  (4  years) 

30-60 

19-02 

1-06 

— 

— 

■  — 

154 

1898-1897  . 

29-42 

18-03 

1-25 

- 

— 

— 

161 

1898-1902  . 

26-98 

16-58 

1-04 

— 

— 

— 

161 

1903-1907  . 

25-32 

14-82 

0-89 

0-66 

— 

— 

138 

1908-1912  . 

23-11 

13-96 

0-85 

0-77 

— 

— 

122 

1913-1917  . 

19-75 

14-35 

0-93 

0-99 

4-90 

— 

110 

1918-1922  . 

18-90 

13-91 

0-82 

111 

5-12 

— 

91 

1923-1927  . 

15-98 

12-44 

0-66 

1-25 

5-26 

— 

79 

1928-1932  . 

13-99 

12-58 

0-57 

1-43 

5-33 

— 

70 

1933-1937  . 

13-39 

12-78 

0-47 

1-54 

5-24 

4-98 

62 

1938-1942  . 

14-70 

13-00 

0-42 

1-65 

3-48 

3-33 

56 

Year— 

1943  . 

17-32 

13-26 

0-41 

1-77 

2-74 

2-64 

54 

1944  . 

18-64 

12-84 

0-42 

1-89 

2-24 

2-18 

46 

Increase  or  decrease  in 

1944  on  previous  year  . . 

+  1-32 

—  0-42  • 

+  0-01 

-f  0-12 

—  0-50 

—  0-46 

—  8 
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LIVE  BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. — -The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  or  belonging  to 
the  Administrative  County  during  the  years  1943  and  1944  are  shown  below : — 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1938  . 

13,488 

13,105 

26,593 

1943  . 

16,466 

15,568 

32,034 

1944  . 

17,632 

16,636 

34,268 

The  following  table  shows  the  County,  urban  and  rural  live  birth-rates  for  the  10  years  1935  to 
1944.  For  comparative  purposes  the  birth-rates  for  the  whole  country  are  also  given  : — 


Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Urban  Districts 

13-30 

13-62 

13-78 

14-03 

14-11 

14-37 

14-76 

16-07 

17-38 

18-65 

Rural  Districts  . . . 

13-34 

13-71 

14-05 

14-86 

16-12 

14-87 

14-55 

15-42 

16-98 

18-61 

Administrative 

County 

13-31 

13-63 

13-81 

14-14 

14-25 

14-44 

14-73 

15-97 

17-32 

18-64 

England  end 
Wales 

14-7 

14-8 

14-9 

15-1 

15-0 

14-6 

14-2 

1  >8 

16-5 

17-6 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  Administrative  County  for  each  year  since  1921  is  shown 
in  the  following  statement : — 


Excess  of  births  over  deaths  : 


Year. 

Year. 

Year 

1921 

...  14,976 

1930  . 

3,893 

1938 

1922 

8,632 

1931  . 

1,802 

1939 

1923 

8,853 

1932  . 

2,072 

1940 

1924 

.  .  . 

7,166 

1933  (Deaths  exceeded  births 

1941 

1925 

5,781 

by  367) 

1942 

1926 

6,191 

1934  . 

2,281 

1943 

1927 

3,347 

1935  . 

1,249 

1944 

1928 

4,803 

1936  . 

1,449 

1929 

186 

1937  . 

964 

3,463 
2,202 
196 
3,207 
6,8  "8 
7,608 
10,655 


The  live  birth-rate  continues  to  increase.  In  1944  it  was  18-64,  the  highest  since  1921.  As  in 
the  years  1941,  1942  and  1943  it  exceeds  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  the  highest  since  1921. 


ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS. — The  births  of  illegitimate  children  registered  during  the  year 
1944  are  shown  below  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year  and  the  year  1938  : — - 


Year. 

Number  Registered. 

Increase  or  Decrease 
on  previous  year. 

• 

Percentage  to  Total 
live  births. 

1938  . 

860 

+  48 

3-23 

1943  . 

1,494 

+  232 

4-66 

1944  . 

1,735 

+  241 

5-06 

A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  has  taken  place.  Measures  for  the  care  of 
the  children  and  mothers  have  been  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  various  agencies  for  moral  welfare. 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 


Year. 

Number  Registered. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births. 

1929  . 

1,258 

49-2 

1930  . 

1,367 

53-9 

1931  . 

1,353 

54 

1932  . 

1,342 

55-3 

1933  . 

1,255 

53-8 

1934  . 

1,231 

48 

1935  . 

1,263 

49 

1936  . 

1,347 

50 

1937  . 

1,272 

47 

1938  . 

1,352 

48 

1939  . 

1,308 

46 

1940  . 

1,170 

40 

1941  ...  . 

1,170 

39 

1942  . 

1,187 

37 

1943  . 

1,238 

37 

1944  . 

1,051 

29 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  still-birth  rate  has  further  decreased,  and  that  a  new  record  low  level 
has  been  reached. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  at  different  periods  of  life  during  the  year  ended  : — 


31st  December,  1944. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Col. 

AD¬ 

MINIS¬ 

TRATIVE 

COUNTY. 

TOTAL 

DEATHS. 

Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts. 

Aggregate 

of  Rural  Districts 

Col. 

Years. 

Years. 

All 

Ages. 

0- 

1-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

55  and 
over 

All 

Ages. 

0- 

1-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

65  and 
over 

All  Causes  . 

23,613 

M. 

F. 

10,410 

10,153 

807 

587 

145 

135 

163 

115 

860 

1,000 

3,082 

2,404 

5,353 

5,912 

1,551 

1,499 

116 

84 

32 

25 

31 

29 

122 

136 

400 

337 

850 

888 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

1 

1 

M. 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

2 

30 

M. 

16 

6 

4 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

__ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

2 

F. 

11 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

3 

9 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

F. 

7 

— 

3 

4 

Whooping  cough 

4 

35 

M. 

11 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

F. 

22 

10 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

5 

68 

M. 

31 

2 

7 

20 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

F. 

32 

— 

6 

24 

2 

— 

— 

2 

• 

1 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .. 

6 

773 

M. 

411 

1 

3 

1 

187 

182 

37 

48 

— 

— 

— 

16 

26 

6 

6 

F. 

288 

1 

3 

3 

227 

40 

14 

26 

— 

— 

— 

22 

1 

3 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

7 

182 

M. 

94 

10 

27 

11 

32 

10 

4 

12 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

i 

7 

F. 

65 

1 

19 

10 

24 

5 

6 

11 

— 

4 

— 

7 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  diseases 

8 

102 

M. 

57 

5 

— 

— 

5 

34 

13 

8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

8 

F. 

36 

3 

— 

— 

9 

15 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— “ 

1 

Influenza 

9 

186 

M. 

83 

3 

1 

1 

4 

42 

32 

9 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

9 

F. 

79 

3 

— 

1 

10 

18 

47 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

13 

Measles 

10 

22 

M. 

14 

7 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

F. 

8 

6 

2 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioenceph- 

11 

2 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

alitis 

F. 

1 

— 

- . 

1 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

12 

51 

M. 

26 

— 

— 

1 

9 

10 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

12 

F. 

20 

— 

— 

— 

4 

11 

5 

3 

2 

1 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

13 

413 

M. 

184 

— 

— 

— 

3 

56 

125 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

15 

13 

(males  only),  Cancer  of  uterus 

F. 

191 

— 

— 

— 

13 

110 

68 

20 

3 

12 

5 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

14 

672 

M. 

322 

_ 

— 

— 

26 

137 

159 

51 

— 

— 

— 

5 

20 

26 

14 

F. 

260 

— 

— 

— 

17 

97 

146 

39 

— 

— 

— 

1 

16 

22 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

15 

354 

M. 

*  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

23 

15 

F. 

307 

— 

— 

— 

29 

139 

139 

45 

— 

— 

3 

19 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

16 

2,047 

M. 

957 

_ 

3 

4 

67 

404 

479 

141 

— 

— 

— 

7 

53 

81 

16 

F. 

832 

1 

2 

5 

71 

336 

417 

117 

— 

— 

9 

46 

62 

Diabetes 

17 

243 

M. 

71 

_ 

1 

— 

9 

12 

49 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 

17 

F. 

136 

— 

— 

1 

7 

32 

96 

23 

— 

2 

8 

13 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  . 

18 

2,748 

M. 

1,059 

3 

— 

— 

19 

267 

770 

144 

— 

— 

— 

i 

29 

114 

18 

F. 

1,347 

1 

— 

— 

25 

336 

985 

198 

— 

— 

1 

57 

140 

Heart  disease 

19 

6,311 

M. 

2,696 

_ 

_ 

5 

105 

784 

1802 

443 

— 

— 

— 

21 

113 

309 

19 

F. 

2,761 

— 

1 

13 

149 

527 

2071 

411 

1 

1 

20 

64 

325 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

20 

596 

M. 

F. 

255 

274 

— 

— 

1 

5 

7 

43 

46 

206 

221 

38 

29 

— 

— 

— 

i 

8 

5 

30 

23 

20 

Bronchitis 

21 

1,539 

M. 

F. 

814 

576 

20 

16 

1 

4 

2 

1 

36 

27 

329 

110 

426 

418 

90 

59 

9 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

31 

12 

45 

42 

21 

Pneumonia  ..., 

22 

800 

M. 

F. 

389 

304 

112 

85 

18 

34 

12 

3 

33 

27 

112 

53 

102 

102 

59 

48 

13 

12 

4 

4 

2 

3 

7 

2 

16 

6 

17 

21 

22 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

23 

269 

M. 

F. 

138 

102 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

15 

20 

65 

39 

53 

36 

16 

13 

— 

— 

1 

4 

J 

5 

(' 

6 

i) 

23 

Ulceration  of  the  stomach  and  duo- 

24 

178 

M. 

119 

— 

— 

— 

28 

61 

30 

19 

— 

— 

2 

n 

i. 

24 

denum 

F. 

35 

— 

— 

— 

10 

13 

12 

5 

~ 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

25 

135 

M. 

F. 

67 

48 

63 

44 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

8 

12 

8 

— 

- 

— 

25 

Appendicitis 

26 

82 

M. 

F. 

38 

38 

__ 

5 

10 

6 

10 

15 

9 

8 

4 

9 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

i 

•  i 

26 

Other  digestive  diseases 

27 

559 

M. 

F. 

218 

275 

20 

7 

5 

6 

8 

4 

20 

33 

74 

87 

91 

138 

38 

28 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

12 

8 

18 

12 

27 

Nephritis 

28 

681 

M. 

F. 

281 

296 

' - 

4 

2 

1 

1 

48 

54 

100 

106 

128 

133 

47 

57 

— 

— 

— 

6 

11 

13 

15 

28 

31 

28 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

29 

17 

F. 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

- * 

4 

1 

— 

29 

Other  maternal  causes 

30 

60 

F. 

53 

— 

— 

— 

52 

1 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

30 

Premature  birth 

31 

427 

M. 

F. 

210 

164 

210 

164 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

32 

21 

32 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injury,  infantile  disease 

32 

543 

M. 

F. 

266 

210 

244 

191 

7 

2 

7 

3 

5 

9 

2 

3 

1 

2 

31 

36 

30 

30 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

= 

32 

Suicide . 

33 

193 

M. 

F. 

117 

58 

— 

— 

— 

21 

12 

60 

34 

36 

12 

11 

7 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

6 

2 

33 

Road  traffic  accidents 

34 

174 

M. 

F. 

100 

47 

— 

6 

5 

13 

10 

21 

8 

30 

11 

30 

13 

17 

10 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

5 

6 

2 

34 

Other  violent  causes 

35 

630 

M. 

F. 

305 

118 

28 

19 

27 

13 

25 

5 

65 

12 

83 

35 

77 

104 

69 

68 

4 

3 

16 

7 

19 

17 

18 

8 

6 

6 

6 

27 

35 

All  other  causes 

36 

2,481 

M. 

F. 

1,057 

1,070 

62 

30 

12 

13 

36 

17 

84 

112 

171 

190 

692 

708 

173 

181 

9 

6 

4 

3 

1 

2 

13 

17 

31 

37 

115 

116 

36 

8 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. — The  sex  distribution  of  the  persons  dying  during  the  year 
under  report  is  given  below  : — 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1938  . 

11,672 

11,458 

23,130 

1943  . 

12,272 

12,254 

24,523 

1944  . 

11,961 

11,652 

23,613 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  in  age  periods  during  the  years  1933  to  1944  : — 


Year. 

Deaths  in  age  periods. 

Total. 

0— 

1— 

2— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75— 

1933 

1,607 

*329 

368 

553 

824 

1,028 

1,410 

2,587 

4,162 

5,870 

4,944 

23,682 

1934 

1,473 

253 

350 

554 

668 

981 

1,222 

2,188 

4,037 

5,701 

4,439 

21,866 

1935 

1,506 

213 

303 

496 

688 

988 

1,300 

2,273 

4,247 

6,025 

4,955 

22,994 

1936 

1,468 

248 

288 

484 

643 

931 

1,250 

2,347 

4,386 

6,227 

5,412 

23,684 

1937 

1,613 

238 

295 

391 

706 

955 

1,376 

2,476 

4,574 

6,587 

5,514 

24,725 

1938 

1,463 

238 

319 

460 

628 

818 

1,223 

2,170 

4,299 

6,262 

5,250 

23,130 

1939 

1,549 

168 

220 

380 

561 

862 

1,204 

2,281 

4,550 

6,831 

6,238 

24,844 

1940 

1,636 

533 

431 

2,976 

... 

... 

1,722 

13,969 

... 

27,267 

1941 

1,754 

584 

477 

2,868 

6,720 

... 

12,653 

25,056 

1942 

1,593 

386 

350 

2,427 

... 

6,365 

12,108 

... 

23,229 

1943 

1,735 

409 

... 

304 

2,308 

... 

6,429 

13,341 

24,526 

1944 

1,594 

337 

338 

2,118 

... 

... 

6,223 

13,003 

... 

23,613 

r  '  V  *  r  '  r 

under  1-4  yrs.  5-14  15-14  yrs.  45-64  yrs.  65  yrs.  and 

1  yr.  yrs.  over 


The  table  below  shows  the  crude  death-rates  of  the  County  from  1934  to  1944,  together  with 
those  for  the  urban  and  rural  areas,  and  also  gives  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  : — 


Crude  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Urban  Districts 

12-21 

12-78 

13-09 

13-47 

12-48 

13-33 

14-78 

13-40 

12-59 

13-51 

13-02 

Rural  Districts  . . . 

11-15 

11-54 

11-21 

12-14 

11-08 

11-20 

11-63 

11-03 

10-68 

11-79 

11-64 

Administrative 

County 

12-08 

12-62 

12-85 

13-29 

12-29 

13-04 

14-34 

13-06 

12-31 

13-26 

12-84 

England  &  Wales 

11-8 

11-7 

12-1 

12-4 

11-6 

12-1 

14-3 

12-9 

11-6 

12-1 

11-6 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. — The  relative  importance  of  various  well-defined  diseases 
from  a  mortality  point  of  view  is  shown  in  the  following  statement : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Percentage  to  Total  Deaths  in 

1938 

1943 

1944 

Heart  Disease 

26-9 

250 

22-4 

Cancer 

13-3 

13-3 

14-7 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

6-0 

2-4 

2-5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5-1 

4-4 

3-3 

Violence  (including  suicide) 

4-5 

3-7 

4-2 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

4-2 

3-8 

4-0 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc. 

4-0 

3-9 

3-6 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

3-3 

2-9 

2-8 

Bronchitis 

3-1 

7-3 

6-5 

♦Certain  infectious  diseases  ... 

1-9 

1.3 

M 

Influenza 

10 

30 

0-7 

*  Smallpox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  and  diarrhoea  (under  2  years). 

The  gratifying  fall  in  the  percentage  of  deaths  due  to  pneumonia  may  be  due  to  the  advances 
made  in  the  treatment  of  that  disease.  If  this  is  so  the  fall  may  be  continued,  or,  at  least,  maintained. 


PUERPERAL  MORTALITY. — The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  mortality  of  women 
in  or  associated  with  childbirth  per  thousand  children  born  alive,  and  per  thousand  total  births 
(live  and  stillborn)  during  the  years  1928  to  1944.  The  County  rates  are  contrasted  with  the  rates 
for  England  and  Wales 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY. 

•ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

No 

of  dea 

hs. 

Mortality  per 
live  birth. 

1,000 

Mortality  pe 
to  al  birt 

1,000 

IS. 

Mortality  per 
live  birth 

1,000 

LS. 

Mortality  per 
total  birtl 

1,000 

is. 

Year. 

No. of 
live 
births. 

Puer¬ 

peral 

sepsis 

Other 

ma¬ 

ternal 

causes 

Total 

Puer¬ 

peral- 

sepsis 

Other 

ma¬ 

ternal 

causes 

Total 

ma¬ 

ternal 

mor¬ 

tality 

Puer¬ 

peral 

sepsis 

Other 

ma¬ 

ternal 

causes 

Total 

ma¬ 

ternal 

mor¬ 

tality 

Puer¬ 

peral 

sepsis 

Other 

ma¬ 

ternal 

causes 

Total 

ma¬ 

ternal 

mor¬ 

tality 

Puer¬ 

peral 

sepsis 

Other 

ma¬ 

ternal 

causes 

Total 

ma¬ 

ternal 

mor¬ 

tality 

1928 

26,390 

56 

104 

160 

2-12 

3-94 

606 

— 

— 

— 

1-79 

2-63 

4-42 

1-72 

2-52 

4-25 

1929 

25,558 

41 

84 

125 

1-60 

3-29 

4-89 

1-52 

313 

4-65 

1-80 

2-53 

4-33 

1-73 

2-43 

4-16 

1930  ... 

25,342 

50 

107 

157 

1-97 

4-22 

619 

1-87 

4-00 

5-87 

1-92 

2-48 

4-40 

1-84 

2-38 

4-22 

1931 

25,014 

40 

81 

121 

1-60 

3-23 

4-83 

1-51 

3-07 

4-58 

1-66 

2-45 

411 

1-59 

2-35 

3-95 

1932 

24,239 

36 

78 

114 

1-48 

3-22 

4-70 

1-40 

305 

4-45 

1-61 

2-60 

4-21 

1-55 

2-49 

4-04 

1933 

23,315 

39 

87 

126 

1-67 

3-73 

5-40 

1-58 

3-54 

5-12 

1-83 

2-68 

4-51 

1-75 

2-57 

4-32 

1934 

24,147 

56 

76 

131 

2-32 

310 

5-42 

2-21 

2-95 

5-16 

203 

2-57 

4-60 

1-95 

2-47 

4-41 

1935 

24,243 

45 

76 

121 

1-86 

313 

4-99 

1-76 

2-98 

4-74 

1-68 

2-42 

4- 10 

1-61 

2-32 

3-93 

1936 

25,133 

40 

90 

130 

1-59 

3-58 

517 

1-51 

3-39 

4-90 

1.39 

2-41 

3-80 

1-34 

2-31 

3-65 

1937  ... 

25,689 

35 

100 

135 

1-36 

3-89 

5-25 

1-29 

3-71 

500 

0-98 

2-28 

3-26 

0-94 

2- 19 

313 

1938  ... 

26,593 

26 

75 

101 

0-97 

2-82 

3-79 

0-93 

2-68 

3-61 

0-89 

2-19 

3-08 

0-86 

211 

2-97 

1939 

27,098 

26 

81 

107 

0-95 

2-98 

3-94 

0-91 

2-85 

3-76 

0-77 

216 

2-93 

0-74 

2-08 

2-82 

1940  ... 

27,613 

32 

*66 

98 

115 

2-39 

3-54 

1-11 

2-29 

3-40 

— 

— 

— 

0-52 

1-64 

2-16 

1941  ... 

28,679 

24 

*73 

97 

0-83 

2-54 

3-38 

0-80 

2-44 

3-24 

— 

— 

— 

0-48 

1-75 

2-23 

1942  ... 

30,127 

30 

*53 

83 

0-99 

1-75 

2-75 

0-95 

1-69 

2-65 

— 

— 

— 

0-42 

1-59 

201 

1943 

32,034 

27 

*61 

88 

0-84 

1-90 

2*74 

0-81 

1-83 

2-64 

— 

— 

— 

0-39 

1-45 

1-84 

1944 

34,268 

17 

60 

77 

0-49 

1-75 

2-24 

0-48 

1-69 

2-18 

'  — 

— 

— 

0-28 

1-25 

1-53 

Rates  extracted  from  the  Statistica'  Reviews  of  the  Registrar  General. 
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The  total  maternal  mortality  is  the  lowest  on  record,  and  this  is  true  of  both  its  constituent  parts, 
puerperal  sepsis  and  other  maternal  causes.  With  regard  to  puerperal  sepsis,  this  is  largely  due  to 
improved  methods  of  treatment.  In  the  case  of  other  maternal  causes  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
improved  standards  of  midwifery  practice  and  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  the  nutrition  of 
mothers,  have  played  their  part. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — An  analysis  of  the  causes  of  infant  mortality  during  ten  years  is  given 
in  the  following  table  : — 


No.  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year. 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths. 


vdUBua  ui  imaiiu  lyoawio. 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Total — All  Causes 

1,473 

1,506 

1,468 

1,613 

1,463 

1,549 

1,636 

1,754 

1,593 

1,735 

1,594 

Measles 

24 

15 

19 

8 

21 

1 

25 

15 

9 

5 

13 

Scarlet  Fever  .., 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

22 

26 

33 

35 

15 

33 

17 

67 

14 

40 

19 

Diphtheria  ... 

3 

4 

4 

1 

— 

3 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza  ... 

3 

12 

6 

12 

6 

10 

13 

5 

9 

13 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  -spinal  Fever 

6 

3 

3 

13 

1 

9 

15 

14 

10 

11 

11 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Other  Tuberculosis 

18 

9 

15 

7 

13 

15 

15 

16 

10 

10 

12 

Bronchitis  ... 

44 

67 

48 

55 

46 

54 

83 

71 

54 

73 

48 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

169 

215 

187 

235 

195 

176 

253 

304 

244 

320 

222 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

9 

6 

3 

4 

4 

4 

10 

3 

4 

5 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

102 

84 

80 

89 

69 

92 

97 

112 

140 

155 

127 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 
Malformations,  etc. 

905 

859 

878 

972 

921 

982 

928 

918 

917 

918 

922 

Other  Causes 

172 

201 

187 

182 

170 

167 

179 

216 

180 

181 

202 

Death  Rates — 

Per  1,000  live  births 

61-0 

62-1 

58-4 

62-7 

55-0 

57-2 

59-5 

62-0 

52-8 

54-1 

46-5 

Per  1,000  estimated  population 

0-81 

0-82 

0-79 

0-86 

0-77 

0-81 

0-86 

0-91 

0-84 

0-93 

0-86 

Percentage  of  Infant  Deaths  to  Total 
Deaths  at  all  ages 

6-7 

6-5 

61 

6-5 

6-3 

6-2 

5-9 

7-0 

6-8 

7-0 

6-7 

The  following  table  gives  the  County,  urban  and  rural  infant  death-rates  for  1944  and  the 
preceding  fifteen  years,  together  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  : — 


Rate  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births. 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Urban  Districts 

87 

64 

72 

68 

70 

61 

62 

59 

64 

55 

57 

60 

62 

54 

55 

47 

Rural  Districts 

64 

58 

63 

65 

61 

59 

57 

47 

51 

53 

52 

50 

51 

44 

47 

41 

Administrative  County  ... 

84 

64 

70 

67 

68 

61 

62 

58 

62 

55 

57 

59 

61 

52 

54 

46 

England  and  Wales 

74 

60 

66 

65 

64 

59 

57 

59 

58 

53 

50 

55 

59 

49 

49 

46 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  the  lowest  recorded,  and  compares  with 
that  for  England  and  Wales. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  notifications  of  some  of  the  principal  Infectious 
Diseases  during  the  years  1933^44  : — 


Disease. 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Enteric  Fever 

55 

53 

70 

42 

85 

96 

37 

142 

304 

38 

25 

36 

Scarlet  Fever 

5,127 

5,799 

5,246 

4,648 

4,198 

4,437 

3,980 

3,348 

3,583 

4,786 

6,710 

5,836 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

360 

307 

225 

484 

278 

187 

'  — 

3,802 

7,927 

2,334 

5,386 

3,903 

Diphtheria  ... 

1,639 

2,253 

2,360 

3,025 

2,855 

4,571 

3,297 

2,772 

3,354 

2,169 

1,760 

1,450 

Erysipelas  ... 

790 

883 

833 

753 

700 

748 

677 

608 

574 

589 

515 

520 

Smallpox  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

378 

2,194 

453 

1,783 

607 

1,721 

— 

30,071 

11,166 

18,267 

14,353 

13,622 

Pneumonia 

3,456 

2,337 

2,587 

2,109 

2,527 

1,876 

1,989 

2,568 

2,235 

1,874 

2,558 

1,703 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

237 

261 

197 

212 

217 

328 

311 

279 

246 

284 

248 

207 

The  increases  in  the  notifications  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  from  1940  are  due  to  the  fact 
that  these  diseases  were  made  compulsorily  notifiable  in  February  of  that  year. 


No  epidemics  or  major  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurred  during  the  year. 


GRANTS  TO  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  towards  the  cost  of  treatment  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
in  Hospital.— The  County  Council  decided  to  make  grants  to  local  authorities  in  the  Administrative 
County  towards  the  cost  of  hospital  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  subject  in  each  case  to  com¬ 
pliance  with  any  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee,  on  the  basis 
of  £3  per  case  removed  to  hospital  in  or  from  the  several  County  districts.  The  amount  of  grant  paid 
is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Year.  Amount  of  Grant. 

£ 

1937  .  17,277 

1938  .  22,533 

1939  .  17,853 

1940  .  16,701 

1941  .  18,312 

1942  .  17,358 

1943  .  20,016 

1944  .  18,384 


12 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


WORK  CARRIED  OUT  AT  TREATMENT  CENTRES. — The  following  table  is  compiled  from  the 
Annual  Returns,  Form  Y.D.  (R.),  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Treatment  Centres,  of  which  there  were 
26  at  the  end  of  the  year  1944  : — 


Year. 

Number  of  County  Residents  attending  for  the  first  time,  and  found 
to  be  suffering  from  : 

Total  number 
of  attendances  of 
County  Residents 
at  out-patient 
clinics. 

Syphilis. 

Soft  Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea. 

Conditions  other 
than  venereal. 

1934  . 

524 

30 

1,110 

888 

88,879 

1935  . 

616 

23 

1,173 

841 

92,986 

1936  . 

466 

29 

1,078 

939 

96,583 

1937  . 

404 

17 

1,149 

987 

99,487 

1938  . 

528 

28 

1,262 

1,064 

100,768 

1939  . 

410 

102 

951 

1,070 

77,685 

1940  . 

228 

14 

697 

621 

45,289 

1941  . 

325 

22 

888 

740 

50,744 

1942  . 

449 

21 

865 

897 

53,800 

1943  . 

676 

26 

1,145 

2,009 

74,202 

1944  . 

800 

14 

1,020 

1,909 

72,456 

PATHOLOGICAL  OUTFITS  AND  DRUGS. — The  following  tables  set  out  the  number  of  Patho¬ 
logical  Outfits  and  Arsenobenzene  Compounds  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  during  the  year 
1944  as  compared  with  the  years  1942  and  1943  : — 

Pathological  Outfits. 


For. 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Wassermann  Test 

3,057 

3,884 

3,659 

Detection  of  Spirochaeta  Pallida 

3 

— 

— 

Detection  of  Gonococci 

106  . 

202 

324 

Total 

3,166 

4,086 

3,983 

Arsenobenzine  Compounds. 


Under  the  arrangement  for  the  supply  of  arsenobenzine  compounds  to  medical  practitioners 
“approved”  for  this  purpose,  the  following  were  supplied  during  the  year  1944  as  compared  with  the 
years  1942  and  1943  : — 


Year.  • 

Total  Number  of 
Medical 
Practitioners 
‘'approved”  for 
supply  of  these 
preparations. 

Number  of  Doses  of  Arsenobenzine  preparations  supplied 
to  Medical  Practitioners. 

Total. 

Kharsulphan 

Myosalvarsan 

§ 

U 

OB 

O 

<D 

Novarsenobillon 

Stabilarsan 

Sulfarsenol 

Sulphostab 

Metarsenobillon 

Neo  Salvarsan 

1942  . 

257 

109 

246 

30 

114 

50 

— 

6 

36 

6 

597 

1943  . 

258 

4 

132 

174 

74 

94 

24 

10 

12 

30 

654 

1944  . 

258 

19 

4 

130 

136 

179 

8 

— 

— 

6 

482 

During  the  year  two  new  treatment  centres  were  opened,  one  at  Lancaster,  in  May,  and  one  at 
Fleetwood,  in  November,  and  an  almoner  was  appointed.  To  cover  the  large  rural  area  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  County  a  domiciliary  scheme  was  introduced. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


RELEVANT  VITAL  STATISTICS. — The  table  on  the  next  page  sets  out  the  vital  statistics  for  the 
year  1944,  and  as  a  comparison,  the  figures  for  1938,  the  last  complete  year  before  the  war,  are  given. 

For  administrative  purposes,  the  County  is  divided  into  : — 

1.  — The  Midwifery  area  of  the  County  Council. 

2.  — The  Midwifery  area  of  the  four  Local  Authorities  which  are  autonomous  in  this  respect : 

Darwen,  Eccles,  Leigh  and  Stretford. 

3.  — The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  area  of  the  County  Council. 

4.  — The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  area  of  the  Local  Authorities,  autonomous  for  this 

purpose. 


The  relevant  vital  statistics  for  each  division  are  given. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  encouraging  results  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1943  have  been  substantially  repeated. 

The  salient  features  of  the  figures  are  : — 

1.  — The  increase  in  the  birth-rate  in  all  areas.  The  figure  of  18-64  is  the  highest  since  the 

year  1921. 

2.  — A  further  decrease  in  the  maternal  mortality  rate,  which  is  the  lowest  on  record. 

3.  — A  substantial  fall  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  to  the  figure  of  46  per  1,000  births,  which 

corresponds  with  that  for  England  and  Wales. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. — Vital  statistics  for  the  years  1938  and  1944. 
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MIDWIVES  ACTS,  1902-1936. 

Report  for  the  Year  1944. 

The  report  is  not  in  such  detail  as  in  pre-war  years,  but  the  main  features  of  the  year’s  work  are 
presented,  and  in  order  that  the  means  of  comparison  may  be  available,  in  some  instances  corresponding 
figures  for  the  year  1938  are  given. 

Midwifery  Area. — The  County  Council  is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Midwives  Acts  in  the  whole  of  the  Administrative  County  area,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Boroughs  of  Darwen,  Eccles,  Leigh  and  Stretford.  The  statistics,  therefore,  exclude  these 
districts. 

Midwifery  Service. — At  the  end  of  the  year  1944  the  Committee  employed  183  whole-time  salaried 
midwives,  nearly  all  of  whom  worked  in  urban  areas.  To  cover  the  rural  parts  of  the  Administrative 
County,  arrangements  existed  with  62  Nursing  Associations. 

The  midwives  worked  well  under  the  difficult  conditions  imposed  by  war,  and  the  results  are, 
in  the  main,  good.  There  were  occasions,  however,  when  it  was  difficult  to  meet  the  statutory 
obligation  to  provide  an  adequate  domiciliary  service.  Sickness  largely  contributed  to  this,  but 
temporary  difficulty  in  recruiting  staff  to  fill  vacancies  was  also  a  factor.  The  Committee’s  system 
of  a  pool  of  relief  midwives,  and  relief  within  an  area,  helped  very  much  in  making  the  necessary 
adjustments. 

District  Teachers.— Twelve  of  the  Committee’s  salaried  midwifery  staff  have  been  approved  by 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  as  teachers  of  midwifery,  and  they  work  in  association  with  two  County 
Hospitals — Jericho  and  Moorlands.  It  is  now  possible  for  a  candidate  to  take  the  whole  of  her 
training  within  the  County  Council’s  services.  This  state  of  affairs,  when  developed,  should  render 
recruitment  of  domiciliary  midwives  appreciably  easier. 

The  work  of  the  District  Midwife  Teachers  has  been  excellent  with  very  good  results  in  the 
examinations.  Each  pupil  was  seen  at  her  work  by  one  of  the  Supervisors  and  seven  of  these  pupils 
have  been  recruited  to  the  County  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Staff. 

Maternity  Outfits. — Sterilised  maternity  outfits  are  supplied  free  of  cost  to  all  patients  attended 
under  the  Committee’s  scheme. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. — Arrangements  have  been  made  for  training  midwives  in  this  form  of 
analgesia.  At  the  end  of  1944  there  were  108  midwives,  working  under  the  County  Council’s  scheme, 
who  had  been  successful  in  obtaining  the  Certificate  which  is  granted  to  successful  candidates.  Midwives 
continue  to  attend  the  Gas/Air  Course  at  the  County  Hospital,  Whiston. 

Inspection  and  Lectures. — The  Supervisors  of  Midwives  have  maintained  supervision  throughout 
the  year.  Nursing  visits  have  been  made  with  the  midwives  to  the  homes  of  the  patients.  These 
visits  have  been  most  useful  in  encouraging  a  high  standard  of  technique. 

Demonstrations  and  lectures  have  been  arranged  and  given  to  the  midwives  in  various  parts  of 
the  County. 

Lectures  have  also  been  given  to  Women  Police  Recruits  at  Lovely  Hall,  Salesbury. 


Roll  of  Midwives. — The  number  of  State  Certified  Midwives  on  the  County  Register  on  the  31st 
December,  1944,  was  440.  The  number  at  the  end  of  1938  was  610. 


Resident  in  Municipal  Boroughs  and 
Urban  Districts. 

Resident  in  Rural 

Districts. 

Resident  in  Areas  of  other  Local 
Supervising  Authorities. 

304 

80 

• 

56 

Domiciliary  Births. — The  number  of  domiciliary  births  attended  by  midwives  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Cases  Attended. 

Description  of 
Midwife. 

Year 

1938. 

Year 

1943. 

As  Midwife. 

As  Mat. 
Nurse. 

Total. 

As  Midwife. 

As  Mat. 
Nurse. 

Total. 

County  Council 

8,563 

2,003 

10,566 

9,790 

2,365 

12,155 

District  Nursing  Associations 

1,206 

774 

1,980 

1,750 

953 

2,703 

In  Independent  Practice 

2,462 

1,669 

4,131 

1,347 

1,349 

2,696 

Totals  ■ 

12,231 

4,446 

16,677 

12,887 

4,667 

17,554 

16 


Medical  Aid  Forms. — For  certain  scheduled  abnormalities  a  midwife  acting  as  a  midwife  is 
obliged  to  issue  a  medical  aid  form,  calling  in  a  doctor  : — 


Year. 

Births  attended — live  and  still. 

No.  of  medical  aid  forms  issued. 

1938  . 

12,231 

'  6,479 

1944  . 

12,887 

5,734 

Stillbirths. — The  figures  given  below  refer  to  domiciliary  cases  attended  by  midwives  as  midwives  : 


Year. 

No.  of  births — live  and 

No.  of  stillbirths. 

Percentage  of  stillbirths 

still — attended. 

to  total  births  attended. 

1938  . 

12,231 

267 

2-18 

1944  . 

12,887 

167 

1-29 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Report  for  the  Year  1944. 

This  Report  is  mainly  confined  to  a  statement  of  the  work  which  has  been  done.  The  relevant 
vital  statistics  and  comments  thereon  are  set  out  on  page  14. 


At  the  end  of  1944,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  in  the  Administrative  County  was 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council  in  76  County  Districts,  and  by  autonomous  “  Welfare  Councils  ” 
in  33.  The  table  below  indicates  the  relative  positions  in  1938,  and  1944. 


1938 

1944 

Estimated 

Population. 

No.  of  live 
births. 

Estimated 

Population. 

No.  of  live 
births. 

Undertaken  by  the  County  Council 
(75  districts  in  1938,  76  districts  in 
1944)  . 

915,747 

13,475 

946,357 

17,732 

Undertaken  by  Local  Sanitary  Autho¬ 
rities  (34  districts  in  1938,  33  districts 
in  1944)  . 

964,853 

13,118 

891,443 

16,536 

Totals:  (Administrative  County) 

1,880,600 

26,593 

1,837,800 

34,268 

Health  Visiting. — Except  for  short  periods,  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  the  normal  peace¬ 
time  establishment  for  Health  Visitors,  viz.,  78.  There  have  been  many  changes  during  the  War, 
however,  and  the  present  staff  includes  no  less^han  22  temporary  War-time  appointments,  and  one 
nurse,  who,  but  for  the  War,  would  have  retired  on  pension. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  to  young  children 

expectant  mothers  in  the  years  1938  and  1944. 

(a)  Home  Visits  : 

1938 

1944 

Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

No.  of  1st  visits 

12,766 

16,698 

No.  of  re-visits 

36,377 

31,695 

Children  1 — 5  years  of  age — 

No.  of  visits... 

32,282 

30,315 

(b) 

Antenatal  Work  : 

Expectant  mothers — 

No.  of  1st  visits  . 

2,300 

2,966 

No.  of  re-visits  . 

1,998 

1,491 

17 


Child  Welfare  Centres. — At  the  end  of  1944  there  were  91  Child  Welfare  Centres  maintained  by 
the  Committee,  an  increase  of  seven  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1938  the  number  was  78.  Several 
additional  Centres  have  been  opened  during  1945,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  further  Centres  will  be 
required. 


No. 

No. 

No. 


No. 


No. 

No. 


1938 

1944 

of  Child  Welfare  Centres  open  at  end  of  year 

78 

91 

of  sessions  during  the  year  . 

3,738 

4,385 

of  individual  children  attending— 

Under  one  year  of  age  ... 

12,732 

19,309 

1- — -2  years  of  age  . 

6,773 

7,656 

2 — 5  years  of  age 

6,780 

5,685 

of  attendances  by  Children — 

Under  one  year  of  age  ... 

139,476 

188,261 

1 — 2  years  of  age 

51,947 

41,769 

2 — 5  years  of  age 

46,381 

26,347 

of  individual  expectant  mothers  who  attended 

1,468 

1,271 

of  attendances  by  expectant  mothers 

5,232 

4,530 

Antenatal  Clinics. — At  the  end  of  1944  there  were  26  Specialist  Antenatal  Clinics  which  had 
been  established  by  the  Committee.  In  1938  the  number  was  18. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  under  which  County  patients  may  attend  antenatal  clinics 
established  by  other  Authorities  or  Hospitals. 


The  attendance  figures  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


No.  of 

Clinics. 

No.  of  individual 
Women  attending. 

No.  of 
attendances. 

1938 

1944 

1938 

1944 

1938 

1944 

County  Council  Specialist  Antenatal 
Clinics 

18 

26 

2,883 

5,310 

8,415 

19,102 

Antenatal  Clinics  of  other  Authorities 
and  Hospitals 

6 

6 

803 

835 

3,815 

3,872 

Antenatal  Clinics  at  Comity  Hospitals 
and  Public  Assistance  Institutions... 

6 

5 

941 

1,558 

5,356 

8,785 

Totals 

30 

37 

3,627 

7,703 

17,586 

31,759 

Admissions  to  Hospital. — The  Committee  have  arrangements  with  41  hospitals,  including  six 
belonging  to  the  County  Council,  for  the  reception  of  patients  who  show  some  obstetric  abnormality 
or  whose  home  environment  is  unsuitable  for  confinement.  During  the  year  1944,  1,479  patients 
were  admitted  under  the  arrangements.  This  figure  refers  only  to  the  type  of  patient  described 
above,  who  is  the  responsibility  of  this  Committee.  There  were,  in  fact,  5,146  additional  maternity 
patients  admitted  to  the  County  Council’s  hospitals  and  institutions  during  the  year  1944. 

As  a  result  of  the  increased  birthrate  the  demand  for  hospital  accommodation  is  acute,  and  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  the  admission  of  patients  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — By  the  terms  of  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1939,  “  any  febrile 
conditions,”  within  certain  limits,  must  be  notified.  The  term,  therefore,  includes  such  conditions 
as  the  common  cold  providing  the  temperature  is  within  the  prescribed  limits. 

The  statistics  for  puerperal  pyrexia  and  ophthalmia  neonatorum  relate  to  cases  occurring  in  the 
County  Council  Midwifery  Area,  i.e.,  the  whole  County  with  the  exception  of  Darwen,  Eccles,  Leigh 
and  Stretford. 
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Number  of  Cases  notified. — During  the  year  1944,  the  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  puerperal 


pyrexia  was  196.  These  notifications  are  analysed  below  : — 

Cases  attended  at  childbirth  solely  by  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Cases  in  which  midwives  acted  as  nurses  under  the  supervision  of  medical 

practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Cases  attended  by  medical  practitioners,  no  midwives  being  in  attendance  ...  14 

Cases  occurring  in  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Total  1944  .  196 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — During  the  year  1944  there  were  95  notified  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  In  no  case  did  blindness  result. 

In  fact,  there  has  been  no  case  of  blindness  from  this  cause  since  1936. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. — Circular  20/44  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  22nd  March,  1944, 
sets  out  a  number  of  recommendations  made  by  the  Medical  and  Professional  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Minister’s  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  relating  to  the  care 
of  the  premature  child. 

A  number  of  the  recommendations  involve  questions  of  staff  and  accommodation,  with  which  the 
Minister  recognises  that  it  will  not  be  possible  for  Welfare  Authorities  to  deal  at  the  present  time. 
Other  recommendations  made  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they  can  be  implemented  at  once,  and  the 
following  are  the  steps  which  have  already  been  taken  : — - 

(1)  Collection  of  Accurate  Information. — Midwives  and  others  have  been  requested  to 
include  information  as  to  the  birth  weight  of  all  infants  on  the  Notification  of  Birth  cards 
issued  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Department,  and  to  make  a  special  note  where  the 
birth  weight  is  5/  lbs.  or  less. 

(2)  The  attention  of  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors  has  been  drawn  to  the  importance  of 
a  separate  bedroom  for  the  mother  and  infant  in  the  home.  The  value  of  the  services  of  a 
Home  Help  has  been  stressed. 

(3)  Special  equipment,  including  jackets  for  infants,  hot  water  bottles,  special  feeding 
bottles  and  thermometers,  has  been  issued  to  Midwives  in  the  Welfare  Area  of  the  County 
Council,  so  that  it  is  readily  available  for  use  in  cases  of  premature  birth. 

(4)  Hospital  accommodation  is  available  for  those  infants  born  at  home  for  whom  institu¬ 
tional  treatment  is  desirable. 

(5)  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors  are  encouraged  to  attend  special  Courses  of  instruction 
on  the  care  of  the  premature  child,  and  a  number  have  already  done  so. 

Other  recommendations  of  the  Advisory  Committee  relate  to  the  making  of  special  provision  in 
maternity  hospitals  for  the  premature  infant,  including  the  setting  up  of  special  wards  capable  of 
being  carefully  controlled  as  regards  humidity  and  temperature.  The  appointment  of  paediatric 
specialists  is  also  advocated  for  work  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  and  in  the  field. 

No  doubt  when  conditions  become  more  normal  and  the  training  of  doctors  as  paediatricians  is 
resumed,  the  implementation  of  these  recommendations  will  become  a  practicability. 

Illegitimate  Children. — arrangements  for  the  supervision  and  care  of  the  illegitimate  child  have 
been  made  by  the  Committee  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Voluntary  Associations  for  Moral  Welfare. 
Through  the  Associations,  provision  has  been  made  for  the  care  of  mothers  during  confinement, 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  infant  in  a  Nursery  until  the  mother  is  able  to  undertake  full 
responsibility  for  its  welfare,  or  other  arrangements,  e.g.,  for  its  adoption,  have  been  made.  The 
importance  of  the  social  problem  arising  in  connection  with  the  illegitimate  child  has  been  fully 
recognised  and  the  Committee  have  appointed  an  Almoner,  whose  duty  it  is  to  assist  in  this  work, 
maintaining  at  the  same  time  the  closest  contacts  with  the  Moral  Welfare  Societies  concerned. 

One  of  the  consequences  of  the  War  has  been  the  marked  rise  in  the  illegitimacy  rate,  and  it 

is  estimated  that  the  rate  during  1944  was  approximately  50  per  1,000  births. 

* 

Child  Life  Protection. — The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  are  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  that  part  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  foster-children.  These  children 
are  supervised  until  they  attain  the  age  of  nine  years.  The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  receiving 
children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  72  ;  these  had  charge  of  93  children. 
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Cleanliness. — Circular  2831. — In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  expressed  in  the  report 
of  the  Minister’s  Advisory  Sub-Committee  on  the  welfare  of  mothers  and  young  children,  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Health  Visitors  have  been  instructed  to  devote  a  larger  share  of  their  time  and  care  to  the 
habits  of  children  between  the  ages  of  2  and  5. 

It  is  recognised  that  the  primary  responsibility  for  the  cleanliness  of  the  children  and  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  verminous  conditions  rests  with  the  mothers,  and  that  the  problem  is  in  fact  a  home  and 
family  one.  An  important  duty  of  the  Health  Visitor  consists  in  impressing  upon  the  mothers  under 
her  care  the  importance  of  cleanliness  and  freedom  from  vermin,  and  an  examination  of  the  heads  of 
children  under  five  is  now  uudertaken  by  all  the  Health  Visitors  on  the  Committee’s  Staff,  as  part  of 
their  work. 

Reports  received  from  the  Health  Visitors  relating  to  work  carried  out  in  1944  show  that 
advice  to  mothers  on  the  subject  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  is  freely  given  in  the  Welfare  Centres  and 
in  the  homes,  and  is  indeed  regarded  as  work  of  first  importance.  This  advice  is  supplemented,  where 
necessary,  by  the  distribution  of  a  leaflet  describing  the  steps  to  be  taken  where  infestation  has  occurred, 
and  a  practical  demonstration  of  treatment  is  arranged  for  the  benefit  of  the  mothers,  whenever 
possible. 

Sackers  combs  are  stocked  at  many  of  the  Committee’s  Welfare  Centres,  and  may  be  purchased 
or  obtained  on  loan  by  the  mothers.  Use  is  also  made  of  the  special  anti- verminous  lotions,  such  as 
“  lethane,”  which  were  found  to  be  so  efficacious  for  the  treatment  of  members  of  the  Services  during 
the  war. 

In  several  districts  talks  and  demonstrations  are  given  to  the  Senior  girls  in  the  Schools  in  order 
that  they,  the  future  mothers,  may  realise  the  importance  of  cleanliness  in  relation  to  other  matters 
which  affect  health  and  well-being. 

Health  visitors  have  been  asked  to  devote  particular  attention  to  those  homes  where  the  general 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  habits  is  low,  and  in  these  cases  to  make  occasional  visits  early  or  late,  or 
about  tea-time,  so  that  help  may  then  be  given  to  the  mothers  in  establishing  the  right  hygienic  routine 
in  washing,  in  the  care  of  the  hair  and  teeth,  in  the  use  of  the  lavatory,  and  other  matters  of  personal 
hygiene. 

War-time  Nurseries. — At  the  end  of  1944,  the  Committee  administered  32  War-time  Nurseries, 
including  the  County  Council’s  Nursery  at  Leyland.  One  additional  Nursery  has  been  opened  during 
1945. 

The  Local  Voluntary  Committees  established  to  undertake  the  management  of  the  Nurseries 
locally,  continue  to  do  useful  work,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  staffing. 

Medical  supervision  of  the  Nurseries  is  maintained  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 

The  32  Nurseries  had  accommodation  for  1,590  children  by  day  and  253  children  by  night.  With 
the  opening  of  the  additional  Nursery  in  1945,  the  accommodation  is  now  1,630  by  day  and  231  by 
night. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  percentage  of  the  total  accommodation  provided  represented 
by  (1)  the  average  day  attendances  (Mondays  to  Fridays)  and  (2)  the  number  of  children  on  roll  during 
each  month  of  the  year,  1944,  together  with  more  recent  figures,  i.e.,  August,  1945  : — 


Month. 

Percentage  of  day  accommods 

ition  provided  represented  by 

Average  day  attendances 

Number  of  children  on  roll. 

January,  1944 

58 

81 

February,  1944 

62 

84 

March,  1944 

62-7 

89-5 

April,  1944 

65-5 

86-6 

May,  1944 

67-9 

91 

June,  1945 

67-4 

91-2 

July,  1944  . 

68 

95-8 

August,  1944 

66-5 

91-5 

September,  1944  ... 

68-4 

92 

October,  1944 

63-5 

86-7 

November,  1944  ... 

61-5 

89 

December,  1944 

57-9 

86-4 

August,  1945 

62-9 

90-8 

20 


The  number  of  mothers  released  for  employment  and  the  staff  engaged  in  the  Nurseries  at  the  end 
of  December,  1944,  and  the  end  of  August,  1945,  are  as  follow  : — 


December, 

1944 

August, 

1946 

Number  of  mothers  released  for  employment  : — 

Full-time 

1,164 

1,218 

Part-time 

104 

90 

Total 

1,268 

1,308 

Staff  engaged  in  the  Nurseries  : — 

(Equivalent  of  full-time  Personnel) 

377 

378 

BLIND  PERSONS  ACTS,  1920  AND  1938. 


These  Acts  empower  County  Councils  and  County  Borough  Councils,  whether  in  combination 
with  any  other  Council  or  Councils  or  otherwise,  to  make  arrangements  for  promoting  the  welfare 
of  blind  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  their  area,  and  such  Councils  may,  for  this  purpose,  provide 
and  maintain  or  contribute  towards  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  workshops,  hostels,  homes  or 
other  places  for  the  reception  of  blind  persons. 

Clause  2  of  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1938,  provides  that  all  assistance  given  to  blind  persons  by 
Local  Authorities  (other  than  Institutional  or  medical  assistance)  must  be  given  under  the  Blind 
Persons  Act  and  not  by  way  of  poor  relief.  The  clause  also  requires  that  Local  Authorities,  in  giving 
financial  assistance  to  blind  persons,  shall  take  into  account  the  needs  of  any  members  of  his  household 
who  are  dependent  on  him. 

The  main  effort  of  the  County  Council  is  directed  towards  : — 

(a)  Providing  treatment,  either  at  hospital  or  otherwise,  for  persons  where  there  is  danger 
of  permanent  blindness  if  efficient  treatment  is  not  promptly  undertaken. 

(b)  The  education  and  training  of  blind  children  and  adults. 

(c)  The  provision  of  employment  for  those  who  are  employable. 

(d)  The  provision  of  financial  or  other  assistance  to  unemployable  and  necessitous  blind 
persons  and  their  sighted  dependants. 

(e)  The  provision  of  home  teaching  and  the  social  welfare  of  the  blind. 

The  scheme  is  worked  through  existing  blind  institutions  and  workshops  and  other  voluntary 
agencies  and  as  far  as  possible  co-operation  is  arranged  with  other  Local  Authorities  under  the  Act. 


Registration  oe  Blind  Persons. 

As  a  result  of  a  census  taken  of  blind  persons  resident  in  the  Administrative  County  Area,  in  the 
year  1922,  it  was  found  that  there  were  1,150  blind  persons. 

During  the  period  1922  to  1942  the  number  of  registered  blind  persons  increased  from  1,150  to 
4,063,  but  the  additional  cases  were  mostly  in  the  older  age  groups.  Included  in  the  number  of  blind 
persons  for  the  year  1922  were  115  blind  children  under  16  years  of  age  and  in  the  year  1942  the  number 
of  blind  children  in  the  same  category  was  reduced  to  69.  The  increased  number  of  blind  persons  was 
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largely  accounted  for  by  the  domiciliary  assistance  and  other  benefits  which  became  available  for 
persons  registered  as  blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Blind  Persons’  Act,  1920.  The  desire  of  persons 
to  be  registered  as  blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  for  a  number 
of  years  38  per  cent,  of  the  persons  applying  for  registration  as  blind  persons  were  found  on  examination 
to  be  not  blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Blind  Persons’  Act,  1920. 

From  1922  to  1942  there  was  a  progressive  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  registered  as  blind, 
the  figure  for  the  latter  year  being  4,063,  which  may  well  be  the  peak  figure.  The  number  for  the 
year  1943  declined,  for  the  first  time  in  any  year,  to  3,851  registered  blind  persons  and  the  number  for 
the  year  1944  showed  a  further  decline  to  3,753  registered  blind  persons. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  blind  persons  in  the  Administrative  County  Area 
distributed  according  to  age  groups  for  the  years  1943  and  1944 


Year. 

Under  5 

5—16 

16—21 

21—40 

40—60 

Over  60 

Total. 

1943 

11 

64 

51 

389 

896 

2,440 

3,851 

1944 

11 

61 

48 

374 

895 

2,364 

3,753 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  blind  persons  employed  and  the  number  in  receipt  of 
domiciliary  assistance. 


1943 

1944 

Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind 

160 

159 

Employed  as  “  Home  Workers  ” 

•  56 

55 

In  receipt  of  domiciliary  assistance 

2,671 

2,565 

Sighted  dependants  of  Blind  Persons  in  receipt  of  Domiciliary 
Assistance 

509 

622 

At  the  13  Workshops  for  the  Blind  in  Lancashire,  the  County  Council  pay  grant  in  respect  of 
blind  workshop  employees  at  the  same  rate  as  the  County  Borough  Council  having  blind  workshop 
employees  at  the  same  workshop  for  the  blind. 


Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944. 

Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Under  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944,  the  Minister  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  now  has  a  general  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  employment,  under 
special  conditions,  of  severely  disabled  persons  who  are  unable  to  secure  employment  or  work  under 
ordinary  conditions.  This  provision  extends  to  blind  persons,  and  the  Minister  of  Health,  in  consulta¬ 
tion  with  the  Minister  of  Labour  and  National  Service,  has  been  considering  the  arrangements  to  be 
made  in  future  for  the  employment  of  the  blind.  It  has  been  agreed  that  the  latter  Ministry,  in  addition 
to  their  own  functions  under  the  Act,  will  exercise  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  such  other 
functions  of  inspection  and  supervision  of  workshops  and  Home  Workers’  Schemes  for  the  blind  as 
are  undertaken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Acts,  and  the  Blind  Persons  Acts, 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Treasury  will  make  payments  to  Local  Authorities  and  to  Voluntary 
Associations  in  respect  of  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  the  provision  of  employment  facilities  for  the 
Blind.  The  facilities  must  be  such  as  are  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 

The  date  on  which  the  Minister  will  assume  the  responsibilities  indicated,  including  the  making  of 
payments,  has  not  yet  been  determined,  but  will  be  announced  in  due  course. 

Except  as  set  out  above,  no  alterations  are  being  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind. 
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HOSPITAL  PROVISION. 


During  the  year  1944,  the  hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council  numbered  18,  excluding 
Park  Hospital,  which  was  not  then  available.  These  hospitals  comprise  some  7,500  beds  excluding 
beds  for  aged  and  infirm  and  mental  patients.  Five  of  these  are  administered  by  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  ;  of  these  two  are  general  hospitals  and  three  emergency  hospitals  established 
as  a  result  of  the  war.  The  remaining  13  hospitals  and  institutions  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee.  Two  hospitals  are  recognised  as  complete  training  schools  and  two  as 
affiliated  training  schools.  Two  are  recognised  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  as  Part  I.  training 
schools,  and  two  as  Part  II.  training  schools. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  HOSPITALS. 

COUNTY  HOSPITAL,  WHISTON. 

Number  of  cases  admitted  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1944  (excluding  maternity),  8,249. 


Summary  of  cases  admitted  during  the  year  1944  : — 

Acute  Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,648 

Acute  Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  943 

Gynaecological .  467 

Children  ...  *  ...  1,134 

Babies  .  343 

Chronic  sick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  675 

Service  Cases  .  2,924 

Radium  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 


8,249 


Number  of  operations  performed  during  the  year  1944,  2,493. 

Summary  of  operations  performed  : — 

Visiting 

Surgeons. 

Resident 

Surgeons. 

Total. 

General  Surgery 

490 

687 

1,177 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

489 

—  .  .. 

489 

Ophthalmic  . 

20 

1 

21 

Gynaecological 

89 

184 

•  273 

Dental  . 

56 

— 

56 

Radium  Cases 

141 

— 

141 

Plastic  Surgery 

— 

221 

221 

Orthopaedic  . 

58 

1,343 

57 

1,150 

115 

2,493 

‘23 


Summary  of  Work  Done  in  the  Various  Departments  during  the  Year. 


X-Ray  Department 

No.  of  Cases. 

Used. 

X-Rayed. 

Screened.  Examined. 

Treated. 

In-patients  . 

7,617 

3,973 

373  ...  24 

18 

Out-patients . 

3,367 

2,196 

21  ...  81 

...  133 

10,984 

6,169 

394  105 

151 

Electro  Medical  Department. 

New 

Bookings. 

Re¬ 

visits. 

Total 

Attendances. 

Total 

Treatments. 

In-patients  ... 

743 

11,778 

12,462 

19,770 

Out-patients 

814 

14,432 

15,246 

25,460 

1,557 

26,210 

27,708 

45,230 

Ophthalmic  Department. 

In-patients  ... 

149 

293 

442 

Out-patients 

490 

727 

1,217 

639 

1,020 

1,659 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department. 

In-patients  ... 

215 

493 

708 

Out-patients 

764 

2,050 

2,814 

979 

2,543 

3,522 

Dental  Department. 

In-patients  ... 

154 

85 

239 

Out-patients 

107 

55 

162 

261 

140 

401 

Out-patient  Department. 

6,357 

19,863 

26,220 

ABBOTSFIELD  HOSPITAL,  FLIXTON. 

Total  number  of  admissions  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1944 — 745. 


Total  number  of  operations  during  year  1944 — 877. 

Summary  of  operations  performed  : — 

General  (major)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

General  (minor)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Gynaecological .  38 

GenitoUrinary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Dental  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


877 
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Number  of  operations  performed  by  resident  staff .  757 

Number  of  operations  performed  by  visiting  staff .  120 

-  877 


X-Ray  Department. 

Number  of  cases  during  year 


1,573 


Out-patient  Department. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,389 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,650 


HOPE  HOSPITAL,  PENDLETON. 

{In  accordance  with  arrangement  made  with  the  City  of  Salford.) 

Total  number  of  admissions  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944  (excluding  maternity), 
1,162. 

These  cases  would  normally  have  been  admitted  to  the  Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme. 


MATERNITY. 

Number  of  Maternity  Beds  provided  and  Summary  of  Maternity  Admissions 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1944. 


Name  of  Institution. 

Maternity 

Beds 

provided. 

Maternity 

cases 

admitted. 

Con¬ 

finements. 

Caesar¬ 

ean 

Sections. 

Forceps 

Deli¬ 

veries. 

Maternal 

Deaths. 

Number 

of 

Births. 

County  Hospital,  Whiston 

92 

1,210 

1,089 

43 

57 

4 

1,089 

Ulverston 

2 

11 

11 

... 

11 

Parkside,  Lancaster 

4 

38 

35 

... 

3 

36 

Fylde,  Kirkham 

6 

4 

4 

... 

4 

Chorley  ... 

11 

284 

284 

12 

... 

284 

Coplow  View,  Clitheroe 

2 

25 

22 

... 

23 

Moorland  Infirmary, 

Rawtenstal  1 

25 

609 

498 

13 

51 

1 

507 

Jericho  Hospital,  Bury 

44 

894 

894 

16 

56 

6 

894 

Ormskirk 

48 

439 

439 

25 

22 

1 

439 

Leigh  Institution 

6 

57 

67 

2 

1 

57 

Lake  Hospital,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne  ... 

55 

1,680 

1,540 

40 

219 

7 

1,553 

Total 

295 

5,251 

4,873 

137 

422 

20 

4,897 

Maternal  death  rate  per  1,000  maternity  cases  admitted — 3-8. 

In  addition  436  maternity  cases  were  admitted  to  Hope  Hospital,  Pendleton,  during  the  year. 
Of  these  admissions — 

198  cases  were  charged  to  Lancashire  Public  Health  Committee. 

99  cases  were  charged  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

139  cases  were  accepted  by  the  Boroughs  of  Eccles,  Leigh  and  Swinton  and  Pendlebury. 


436 
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Number  of  persons  attending  and  number  of  attendances  made  at  Maternity  Clinics  held  at 
Public  Health  Hospitals  and  Public  Assistance  Institutions  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 


Name  of  Institution. 

Number  of  Persons 
Attending. 

Attendances 

made. 

Sessions  held 
during  year. 

Antenatal  Clinics. 

County  Hospital,  Whiston 

650 

2,479 

99 

Moorland  Infirmary,  Rawtenstall 

520 

3,421 

103 

Jericho  Institution,  Bury... 

768 

6,680 

156 

County  Hospital  and  Institution, 

Ormskirk 

383 

2,330 

52 

Lake  Hospital,  Ashton -under -Lyne 

1,459 

10,464 

364 

3,780 

25,374 

774 

Average  No.  of  attendances  per  person 

.  6-7 

Average  No.  of  persons  attending  per  session  ... 

.  32-8 

Postnatal  Clinics. 

County  Hospital,  Whiston 

74 

74 

38 

Moorland  Infirmary,  Rawtenstall 

228 

237 

23 

Jericho  Hospital,  Bury  ... 

185 

185 

24 

County  Hospital  and  Institution, 

Ormskirk 

92 

115 

52 

Lake  Hospital,  Ashton-under-Lyne 

250 

250 

52 

Totals 

829 

861 

189 

Average  Number  of  attendances  per  person  ...  ...  ...  1 

Average  Number  of  persons  attending  per  session  ...  ...  4 


WORK  DONE  BY  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  DURING  YEAR  1944. 

Number  of  District  Medical  Officers  . . . 

Total  number  of  patients 
Number  of  Prescriptions  issued 

Number  of  persons  who  received  : — 

Dental  Treatment 

Spectacles  . 

Insulin 

Surgical  Appliances  . 

CANCER. 

Number  of  persons  referred  for  treatment  under  the  County  Council’s 

Cancer  Scheme,  during  the  year  1944  .  80 


130 

20,524 

134,869 


216 

282 

127 

159 


Summary  of  Cases  Referred. 


Referred  by. 

Referred  to 

Christie  Hospital. 

Liverpool  Radium  Institute. 

In-patients. 

Out-patients. 

In-patients. 

Out-patients. 

Medical  Officers  of  Institutions 

19 

4 

Medical  Superintendents  of  Hospitals 

3 

9 

16 

22 

District  Medical  Officers 

5 

2 

27 

15 

16 

22 

Number  of  cases  referred  for  treatment  to  the  Special  Surgical  Chest  Unit  at  The  Broadgreen 
Hospital,  Liverpool,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1944 — 36. 


26 


INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT. 


Number  of  sick  patients  admitted  to  Lancashire  Public  Assistance  Institutions  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1944  (including  mental  patients,  but  excluding  Maternity,  Aged  and  Infirm 
and  E.M.S.  cases). 


Name  of  Institution 
Ulverston  . . . 
Lancaster  . . . 
Fylde 
Garstang 
Cborley 
Rib  Chester  ... 
Clitheroe 
Moorlands  . . . 
Ormskirk 
Jericho 
Whiston 
Leigh 

Green  Lane  . . . 

Lake  Hospital 
Darnton  House 


Patients  Admitted. 

238 

525 

701 

13 

333 

78 

61 

1,085 

927 

2,294 

510 

633 

690 

3,163 

750 

12,001 


CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE. 


Civil  Nursing  Reserve  Register  at  31st  December,  1944. 

On  the  31st  December,  1944,  there  were  2,148  names  on  the  Lancashire  Register  as  follows 


Trained 

Nurses. 

Assistant 

Nurses. 

Nursing 

Auxiliaries. 

Totals. 

Mobile 

45 

45 

581 

671 

Immobile — Full  Time 

126 

79 

273 

478 

Immobile — Part  Time 

86 

53 

860 

999 

Totals 

257 

177 

1,714 

2,148 

Resignations  or  withdrawals  during  1944  .  2,465 

Resignations  to  take  General  Training  during  1944  ...  32 

Resignations  to  join  County  Staff  at  Ormskirk  County 

Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Candidates  accepted  for  Intensive  Course  of  Training...  517 

Candidates  who  passed  the  Intensive  Courses  ...  ...  355 


